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Outline

• Conflict often constitutive of the state and 
transformation of people’s relation to the 
land central to development

• Bringing Agriculture and Production “Back 
In”

• When does land play a part in violent 
conflict?





Low productivity of staples crop 
land

Maize Productivity 1960 to 2006
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Low productivity of commercial 
crop land

Coffee Productivity 1961-2006
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Bilateral Aid to African Agriculture
Bilateral Aid to African Agriculture1973-2005
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Overall Bilateral Aid to Africa
Bilateral Aid to Africa 1973-2005
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When does land play  a part in 
violent conflict

• Low productivity, high population density and 
access to land through ethnicity

- Rwanda: horizontal inequalities and agrarian 
class politics

- Congo/Zaire: struggles over land and 
citizenship; external shocks (IDPs and refugees)

• When land beyond the reach of the state 
becomes the source of violent conflict



When does land play  a part in 
violent conflict

• When land beyond the reach of the state 
becomes the source of violent conflict
- Colombia and the Philippines
* organised political force enters the 
territory
* land becomes a source of resource 
generation
* conflicts over the border



Conclusion

• Majority of people living in “fragile states” 
making their living from low productivity 
agriculture

• What happens in agriculture and in 
relation to access to land forms the setting 
in which conflicts brew

• Low productivity, high population density 
and exclusionary institutions mean any big 
shock can spark violent conflict
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