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Introduction
I am delighted to have been appointed the new Chief Executive of Wilton Park, having taken over at the end
of November 2017, and so to introduce our 2017/18 Executive Summary. Wilton Park has been convening
confidential international policy discussions for over 70 years, offering a neutral space for participants to come
together to listen, to discuss and to debate the issues that can help to make the world a safer, fairer place.
As the digital world becomes ever more full of content, and in that noise fact becomes harder to discern, it
is my strong belief that dialogue - in fact face to face dialogue - becomes more essential as we seek to tackle
global issues. This year we have continued our tradition of convening such face to face dialogues, with the
help of colleagues in Posts overseas and our wider network, to bring together diplomats and politicians as well
as representatives from business, academia, the military and civil society to debate issues ranging from Nuclear
Deterrence and Anti-Microbial Resistance to Cyber Warfare and Youth as Peace Builders. Our aim is to ensure
that those charged with developing and implementing policy are exposed to the broadest possible range of
views and experience, from experts and from policy colleagues, to enable them to do their jobs as well as they
can.
We are privileged to have as our headquarters the 16th Century Wiston House, based in the beautiful Sussex
countryside. There, our dedicated staff continue to welcome guests and participants from around the world to
high level dialogues. We continued to develop our global footprint by holding dialogues and events in Abuja,
Jordan, the Holy See, Bangkok and Washington DC, as well as London and Sussex.
In order to cover our costs, we generate additional revenue from commercial events and weddings when the
House is not used for Wilton Park events. This combination of activities helps to preserve the financial stability
of the organisation as well as ensuring value for money for the UK taxpayer.
As we look to the future it is clear that we continue to live in times of significant international uncertainty –
the war in Syria has now lasted longer than WWII, global security concerns remain, and we face huge health
and social challenges, for example tackling anti-microbial resistance, achieving Universal Health Coverage in
the poorest countries and maintaining inter-generational fairness. But amidst all these challenges are also
huge opportunities. The possibilities for Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine learning to improve health and
education outcomes; the uses of technology to connect communities and build understanding and the rise
of financial technology such as blockchain to smooth trade flows and increase access to capital are all global
trends that have the potential to do real good in the world.
The Wilton Park of the future will convene dialogues and events on all these issues both in the UK and
overseas – continuing our quest to support policy makers, Governments and civil society to help to make the
world a fairer and more secure place.
Sharmila Nebhrajani OBE
Chief Executive
Inclusive

Digital

Discreet
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Purpose and activities
Wilton Park convenes international foreign policy conferences in the UK and overseas, bringing together
leading representatives from the worlds of politics, diplomacy, academia, business, civil society, the military
and the media. We focus on issues of security and defence, peace, prosperity and justice. Our off-the-record
meetings provide an actively neutral environment where conflicting views can be expressed and debated openly
and calmly. They give participants the intellectual space to develop their thinking and ideas, allowing acceptable
compromise and resolution to be achieved. Wilton Park has been an Executive Agency of the UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) since 1991.
Our work is organised into six broad themes:
• Conflict resolution and peacemaking
• Counter-terrorism, home affairs and the rule of law
• Defence and security
• Global prosperity
• Human rights, democracy, faith
• Sustainable development, energy and the environment

Wilton Park activities 2017-18
Wilton Park events create unique dialogues and cross-sector networks which lead to innovative long-term
policy solutions.
Over the last year, Wilton Park delivered 60 foreign policy events, with 13 held outside of the UK.
These provided neutral space for international experts to talk openly about some of the most challenging issues
facing the world today. Each year Wilton Park partners with government agencies, academia, civil society and
private sector organisations on a variety of themes, falling under Wilton Park’s two ‘clusters’ of Peace and
Prosperity and Defence and Security.
In addition to established and recurring themes, this year we have established new partnerships linked to
innovation and health, youth and participation.
As the UK, Europe and the wider world continued to consider the repercussions of the EU referendum result,
and as new UK government priorities and bodies emerged, we have worked closely with colleagues from
across Her Majesty’s Government to explore related issues.
For the majority of our events held in the public domain, our Communications Team helps broaden the reach
of our global dialogues beyond the conference room. Numbers of visits to the Wilton Park website went up
by 16%, breaking the 100,000 sessions mark for the first time. Between August 2017 and March 2018 our
Shorthand Social articles were viewed 9,587 times.
We have focussed on improving and increasing our use of video across our social media platforms. These
efforts have resulted in a 119% increase in viewing minutes for our Twitter videos, whilst our YouTube watch
time has increased by 40%. Visits to our Twitter page grew by 25% and we achieved over 2m impressions
through our Tweets for the first time. Our Tweets using event hashtags were seen over 43m times and reached
accounts over 10m times through our event-specific campaigns.
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Conflict prevention, resolution and state building
Our work continues to cover a range of conflict prevention, resolution and state building issues related to
global security threats.
Our event on Protecting civilians in conflict, held in association with the Open Society Foundations (OSF) and
the Center for Civilians in Conflict (CIVIC), brought together military professionals, officials and NGOs from
NATO and EU member states with counterparts in partner countries to discuss effective policy and operational
approaches for the protection of civilians in conflict (PoC). The conference produced a number of specific
recommendations regarding the establishment of PoC policies, guidelines for doctrine writing processes, and
initiatives to improve implementation, including the setting up of a PoC centre of excellence.
Implementing peace in Colombia was held in partnership with the Norwegian Centre for Conflict Resolution
(NOREF) in Bogotá, and explored the reintegration of former FARC combatants, one of the most challenging
issues facing the implementation stage of the Colombian peace process.
The future of global peacebuilding: Africa was held in Abuja and was the fourth event in Wilton Park's
‘African perspectives of peacebuilding’ series, which was developed in partnership with the African Leadership
Centre and the African Peacebuilding Network, with support from the Carnegie Corporation of New York.
The meeting created a credible platform for policy-makers, practitioners and civil society actors to continue to
discuss issues raised in the previous three Wilton Park meetings on new African peacebuilding approaches.
The FCO's campaign to create a UK/Commonwealth network of women in mediation was launched at the UN
General Assembly in September 2017 in the run up to the April 2018 Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) taking place in London. Women in mediation: promoting participation was convened to
support this campaign.
Our fourth dialogue focussing on gender equality examined the routes available to women in developing,
emerging and mature economies in Taking forward the women’s economic empowerment agenda.

Defence and security
Deterrence
Our annual meeting on Rethinking deterrence and assurance addressed western strategies and the future
options for nuclear deterrence and assurance. Particular topics of focus were recent developments in relations
between Russia and the West; key elements of a strategy to negate coercion and deter escalation; and
implications for the further evolution of North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)’s deterrence and defence
posture. Discussions developed new ideas and concepts around these issues and helped participants to better
appreciate the challenges of deterrence in a multi-polar, multi-domain world.
Bridging European and Transatlantic perspectives,The future of European militaries asked what military force
Europeans should aspire to create by 2030. It reinforced the challenges implicit in European defence and
helped establish a process going forward.
"Wilton Park is an amazing asset for the FCO. It ... allows us to take forward policy through discussions that
can be very hard to have elsewhere. It has great convening power and is a reminder to all of us of the power
and importance of personal networks." Hugh Elliott, former Director, Communications and Engagement, FCO
3

Images: akshayapatra; PHOTOMORPHIC PTE. LTD; UNAIDS

Non-proliferation and disarmament
Responding to deliberate biological release assessed the requirements for effective, coordinated international
action. The meeting identified how governmental, inter-governmental and non-governmental entities can
prepare and effectively implement collaborative action in the event of the use of biological weapons, whether
by states or non-state actors, in order to ensure an effective response. This meeting was part of a series
established to support the UN Secretary-General's Mechanism for investigating suspected biological attack,
which continued into 2018.
Wilton Park and the FCO convened key stakeholders for a two-day workshop in South Africa, to explore the
role of civil society and technology in enhancing law enforcement efforts to reduce illicit flows of Small Arms
and Light Weapons (SALW) at Implementing SDG 16.4 - Increasing detection and reporting of illicit SALW. The
event, hosted in partnership with regional actors, The Secretariat of the Regional Centre on Small Arms in the
Great Lakes Region, the Horn of Africa and Bordering States (RECSA) and the African Union (AU), brought
together law enforcement agencies, institutions and civil society to discuss the challenges facing detection and
reporting initiatives. Participants shared the lessons of previous interventions, examining new tools to enhance
efforts at detecting illicit SALW, and produced proposals for new SALW detection and reporting programmes.
Clearance of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) in the Middle East assessed the challenges IEDs pose to the
military, commercial and humanitarian stabilisation of affected countries, and the requirements for effective
and efficient coordination between the stakeholders responsible for clearance. This meeting was widely
considered as a turning point in discussions on IED and mine action issues, while also prompting ongoing and
open consultation on the standards of IED disposal.
Our long-term nuclear non-proliferation series, supported by Los Alamos, Lawrence Livermore and Sandia
Laboratories, and European foreign ministries including FCO, continued to inform and influence the global
non-proliferation community. The results from Nuclear security architecture: identifying emerging challenges
and opportunities, which was funded by the National Nuclear Security Administration, were presented by the
UK at the September Nuclear Security Contact Group. Nuclear non-proliferation: challenges and opportunities
for the global regime reviewed the status of and prospects for the nuclear non-proliferation regime as we
head towards the 2020 NPT Review, debating NPT diplomacy, the nuclear ban treaty, the future of the nonproliferation pillar.
Verification in multilateral nuclear disarmament brought together newly announced members of the UN Group
of Governmental Experts (GGE) on verifying nuclear disarmament, drawing on practical past experience of
similar issues to identify transferable lessons, and set out intentions on how to pursue the work of the GGE.
Space
Government and industry participants from likeminded space-faring nations discussed Responsible behaviour in
space to develop specific proposals for new space norms. Held in partnership with the FCO, UK Space Agency,
Airbus (UK), and the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, discussions looked at guiding principles for
effective and responsible national space regulation and how to create an action plan to promote space interests
via international fora.
“I am absolutely sure that this meeting was a turning point in discussions on the IED and mine action issues
while also prompting consultation on the IEDD standards. This remains ongoing. While there is not yet
consensus on the issue, there is at least discussion and open debate." Chris Loughran, Director of Policy &
Advocacy, Mines Advisory Group
4

Images: Crews; Kirillm; Conciliation Resources

Global economy
Wilton Park has continued to be a hub for collaboration towards building a prosperous global economy,
focusing on driving innovation, targeting corruption and promoting international cooperation.
Working in collaboration with the Department for International Development (DFID), and the Department for
International Trade (DIT), and the Africa Strategy Unit at FCO, Boosting trade and investment in Sub-Saharan
Africa supported HMG objectives to boost trade connections between UK and Sub-Saharan African countries
and businesses, to identify blockages in trade and investment flows and potentially to initiate some new trade
partnerships or investment opportunities.
Tax capacity building for tomorrow: digital and analogue approaches, was held in association with Common
Vision’s Responsible Tax Lab, the Joffe Charitable Trust, DFID and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), and brought together tax systems stakeholders to discuss how information and
communications technology can be leveraged to enhance the capacity and effectiveness of tax administrations
in lower and middle income countries. The conference looked beyond the technologies themselves, and
included discussions of the necessary building blocks that need to be in place to implement successful digital
reforms.
Held in collaboration with the Stanley Foundation, the European Climate Foundation and E3G, Accelerating
the phase out of coal-fired power generation, established a dialogue around creating the conditions for an
accelerated and orderly transition from coal in the global economy as part of the Paris Agreement.
Major world crises such as the 2010 Icelandic Eyjafjallajökull volcano eruption, the 2011 Great East Japan
earthquake, floods in central Europe in 2013, the West Africa Ebola outbreak, and the 2016 Zika and
microcephaly public health emergency were used as case studies in our Science advice conference. With
support from the OECD Global Science Forum, and High Level Risk Forum, the UK Government Office for
Science and the UK Meteorological Office, the Natural Environment Research Council, and University College
London, this workshop focussed on the 'sense making' or situational analysis phase immediately before and
after a crisis occurs when decisions have to be made rapidly in a complex and changing environment.

Human rights, good governance and faith
In cooperation with the Centre for Research, Transparency and Accountability and with support from UK aid
and the British Embassy Belgrade, Good governance and effective citizen engagement was a facts-based policy
discussion, contributing to open, accountable and participatory governance in Serbia.
The 11th annual meeting in Wilton Park’s International Futures series, The future of cities, regions and
communities was held in association with the FCO’s Policy Unit and Economic Diplomacy Directorate and the
Ministry of Defence. A collaborative group of participants explored the potential futures for cities, regions and
communities past 2030.

"It’s always a pleasure to come and be steeped in such a professional but relaxed environment where I
can meet inspiring people, learn a lot, and do the sort of reflection and analysis that daily life so often
precludes." Nicholas Bridge, Foreign Secretary's Climate Envoy, Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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We brought together localisation work-stream participants and key stakeholders at One year on - the Grand
Bargain and localisation, which was held in partnership with the Humanitarian Leadership Academy and
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), to progress development on the
localisation strand of the Grand Bargain. This meeting resulted in the publication of “Local Humanitarian Action
in Practice: Case Studies and Reflections of Local Humanitarian Actors”, launched at the World Humanitarian
Action Forum in November 2017.
Contemporary domestic challenges and shifts in the international power balance have created uncertainty and
increased pressure on existing institutions, with multiple actors exploring complex trade-offs between national
interests and international obligations. This current state of flux provided participants at Britain's place in the
world: a force for good? with an opportunity to consider Britain’s role in promoting international collaboration
around universal norms, identify opportunities to build consensus and explore ways in which the UK can sustain
a positive influence on global discourse.
Youth
In the MENA region, 60% of the population is under 30 - the most youthful region in the world. Youth
employment sits at 51%, with highly skilled and tertiary educated young people disproportionately affected.
The first event in the new Wilton Park Youth Dialogues series, Connecting youth and government for a more
stable world, focussed on young people and their aspirations and needs, with particular focus on the Middle
East and Africa. The meeting concluded that there is a window of opportunity of a few decades at best to
convert the youth bulge into a ‘demographic dividend’.
The second event, Youth as peacemakers, looked at how initiatives and actions can be supported and
strengthened. These events were held with support from the British Council, FCO, DFID, the Commonwealth
Secretariat, Restless Development, the Institute of Development Studies and the West Asia North Africa
Institute, Jordan.
Held with support from Save the Children and DFID, Dealing with the mental health needs of children and
adolescents affected by conflict explored the mental health crisis among children and adolescents trapped
in conflict in Syria and elsewhere, during and after conflict. The conference identified lessons to be learned
globally, as well as innovations from new and promising interventions.
Human rights
Experts from selected source, transit and destination countries, including policy makers, law enforcement,
business, civil society, exchanged ideas on creative uses of ICT in tackling modern slavery, using the ‘5P’
framework of pursue, prevent, protect, prepare and partnership at The role of digital technology in tackling
modern slavery. Funded by BT and Nokia and with input from techUK, the discussions concluded that
technology will not solve modern slavery alone but needs effective deployment and adequate skills and
capacity on the ground to be used effectively.

"Top organization, top participants, very honest and frank conversations. I really enjoyed all the aspects. It
was also an humble exercise by the FCO to put a sovereign decision to an open discussion and judgement
by all the participants. Not common at all. The networking was also a great achievement with fantastic and
plural backgrounds from all." Bernardo Pires de Lima, FIRMA - Portuguese Business Agency
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The 13th annual Wilton Park Human Rights meeting, Human rights and Agenda 2030 was co-funded by the
Swiss Federal Department for Foreign Affairs and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland. International experts
explored how Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and existing international human rights norms can be
further aligned, identifying potential risks and challenges.
Prosecuting human trafficking, modern slavery, organised immigration crime, forced labour and related conduct
requires prosecutors to work with police from the outset of criminal investigations, shaping the gathering
of evidence in complex cases where there may be many victims and many perpetrators with different roles.
Against this backdrop, the Director of Public Prosecutions for England and Wales hosted Stepping up the level
of prosecution for people trafficking, modern slavery, organised immigration crime and forced labour across
Europe as a summit for Prosecutors General and senior expert prosecutors from countries in Europe, Africa and
Latin America; international law enforcement organisations such as Eurojust, Interpol and Europol; and the UK’s
National Crime Agency and UK policing.
The expert roundtable, Towards a 21st century treaty body system, provided a forum to explore opportunities
presented by the 2020 General Assembly Review of the UN Human Rights Treaty Body System. In particular, the
meeting considered what makes for a modern and effective Treaty Body System (TBS), with the protection of
human rights at the forefront. The meeting was held in association with the Organising Committee comprised
of Jens Modvig (Chairperson, UN Committee Against Torture), Anastasia Crickley (Outgoing Chairperson, UN
Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination), and Sir Malcolm Evans (Chairperson, UN subcommittee
on Prevention of Torture).

Multilateral institutions, key countries and regions
Continuing our longest running event series, British German Forum 2017 gave young leaders from the UK and
Germany an insightful mix of perspectives. This included a clear focus on Brexit and some of the deeper ways
of working into the future on areas including environment, jobs, and an underpinning of the values needed in
business, and how to maintain them, as we move towards different global economies growing in the future.
The future of the UK’s bilateral relationships in Europe was organised with the FCO’s EU Directorate to create
an informal space to look at the longer term picture of the UK’s bilateral relationships in Europe, identifying
practical ways in which the UK and European partners can best work together beyond the UK’s withdrawal.
Six countries from the post-conflict region came together at Security, the Western Balkans and the UK: working
together to address shared challenges. Commissioned by the FCO, this meeting achieved the aims of building
trust, relationships and an understanding of the shared security challenges, providing plenty of ideas of how to
press ahead on key security issues ahead of the July 2018 Western Balkans Summit which the UK will host. The
event helped build professional links for those working in the region.
In the 21st century Asian states have become more prominent on many of the issues that are critical to
international security and economic development. Convened in association with the British Embassy Seoul and
the Policy Planning Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs South Korea, East Asia and the rules-based international
system, saw major security and economic actors in the region exchange views and thinking on the role of the
rules-based international system and its contribution to regional stability, security and economic growth.
"Wilton Park ... is one of great assets of the FCO because it provides a wonderful environment and location in
which people can come together as experts to discuss issues, and the FCO learns from them and they all learn
from each other. It's been enormously valuable." The Rt Hon Sir Alan Duncan MP, Minister of State for Europe
and the Americas, FCO
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Sustainable development, energy and the environment
Education
Participants at Organising for change: how can higher education meet the changing needs of employment?
explored the opportunities and challenges facing the higher education sector in terms of meeting the changing
needs of employment in today’s uncertain job market - with 75% of young people in developing countries
either in irregular work or unemployed. Partners included DFID, The Association of Commonwealth Universities,
the University of Pretoria and the National Research Foundation, South Africa.
Convened in association with DFID, the Global Schools Forum and Ark, with additional financial support from
UBS Optimus Foundation, No child left behind: what is the complementary role of non-state actors in the
delivery of quality basic education in low resource environments? was an evidence-based discussion on the role
that non-state education can play in delivering quality education in developing countries.
Maximising the power of tertiary education: strengthening partnerships for global impact drew from a wide
range of existing and new programmes, encouraging countries to share best practice and building a network
of experts and policymakers for development strategy on an international scale.
Promoting the improvement of technical and vocational education and training (TVET) policy and
implementation in Asia, and encouraging increased cross-institutional and regional collaboration as well as an
opportunity to explore and develop future strategies were addressed at Skills for jobs: maximising potential in
Asia. The event was held in partnership with the British High Commission in Malaysia as part of Education is
GREAT, the British Embassy in Bangkok, and with support from DIT.
Health
The Wilton Park Global Health series has continued apace this year addressing a range of issues from
Tuberculosis (TB) the world’s oldest epidemic, to building digital health technologies.
Johnson & Johnson co-sponsored Time to end Tuberculosis with key participation from TB affected countries,
for global public health to take a fresh look at the challenge posed by the disease. The Global TB Caucus has
fed back that the meeting is frequently referenced, while the path to defeating TB has been widely agreed, it
has stagnated more recently, and having an external Wilton Park forum has been invaluable to advance the
issue.
In collaboration with the Meningitis Research Foundation, we held A global vision for meningitis by 2030 and
an action plan to get there, setting a new agenda spanning scientific and medical approaches with a country’s
abilities to deliver through its health systems. The conference was co-sponsored by the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, GlaxoSmithKline, Pfizer Inc. and Sanofi Pasteur, and linked efforts to tackle meningitis holistically
across southern and northern stakeholders, public and private sector. It provided advocacy language to put
more emphasis on prevention, promotion, testing and treatment as part of integrated healthcare services,
particularly important as malaria treatment protocols have moved away from presumptive treatment.

"It was well curated and really enabled rich conversations. In my decade of working in Global South
education I can't remember a gathering that brought together folks from across the ideological spectrum in
such a safe and open way." Vineet Bewtra, Omidya Network
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The Wilton Park USA hub convened No more missed opportunities: advancing public-private partnerships to
achieve the global nutrition goals, which demonstrated eagerness from private sector, non-profit institutions
and governments to collaborate across the spectrum of global nutrition concerns and to be guided by
Principles of Engagement which were discussed during the dialogue. It was co-funded by the Global Alliance
for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), the USCIB Foundation, the educational arm of the United States Council for
International Business (USCIB), in support of the Sustainable Development Goals, the UN Decade of Action on
Nutrition and the UN Secretary-General’s Every Woman, Every Child movement.
The inaugural Digital health in Africa dialogue focussed on accelerating the use of scalable digital technologies
in healthcare delivery, and the coordination and leadership needed to support it. The conference enabled
stakeholders to ‘speak directly’ with ministries of health from many countries, as well as donors and others
who can contribute to the success of the African Alliance which was launched at the event. This has ignited
significant interest in the Alliance’s potential to build digital health capacity across the region, with Alliance
Board members agreeing on concrete next steps in 2018. Two further coordination meetings have been held
in the US, helping to secure funding for the next stage of the East Africa Community digital roadmap (‘Digital
REACH’).
We convened The importance of sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) to reach HIV fast-track
goals and Universal Health Coverage for women and girls following a suggestion from the World Health
Organisation (WHO) at our previous HIV Prevention meeting in Namibia. The meeting was held in association
with WHO and the Human Reproduction Programme, where participants discussed how countries can
develop sustainable approaches to advance sexual and reproductive health which include HIV interventions,
with a focus on vulnerable women and girls. It culminated in the development of a Position Statement to
enable follow-up action as a collective in addition to the individual actions that emerged.
Slowing the HIV and Hepatitis C virus (HC V) epidemics among people who inject drugs (PWID) was part of
our global health series linking previous meetings on drugs policy, and continuing partnership with the Global
Health Group, UCSF and Gilead Sciences. We brought key stakeholders together to identify how to work
better together to prevent HIV/HCV amongst PWID, and how to care better for those already living with HIV/
HCV.
Sustainable Development Goals
The Future of Philanthropy was held in association with the Charities Aid Foundation, and brought together a
mixture of international stakeholders from the giving sector, including high net worth individuals, foundations
and government departments. Participants discussed opportunities for stakeholder collaboration, partnerships
and joint action with the aim of assisting the fulfilment of the SDGs as well as teasing out current hindrances
for this action.
Achieving the SDGs was held in association with the University of Sussex, Sustainability Research Programme
and the British Council, to provide input to the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (the
UN Forum) in July 2018, focusing on the SDGs interlinkages and interactions as well as understanding how
science and policy can connect and cooperate to achieve the SDGs.
"Networking and the ability of the organizers to connect people. Amazing! The intimate atmosphere
also provided for more candid conversations, broke down formalities that made connections made more
personal." Filipe Canlas, Executive Director, Wireless Access for Health Initiative, Philippines
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Partners 2017-2018
UK government/parliament
British Army

Overseas governments and organisations
Canada

British Council*

Global Affairs Canada

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS)

Denmark

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy

Dignity, Danish Institute Against Torture

(BEIS)

Finland

Department for International Development (DFID)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Department for International Trade (DIT)

France

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO)

Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs

GO-Science

Sanofi Pasteur

Met Office

Germany

Ministry of Defence

Austwärtiges Amt

UK Space Agency (UKSA)

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
GmbH (GIZ)

Other UK organisations

Jordan

Ark Education Partnerships Group

Jordanian Armed Forces

Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU)

The Middle East Scientific Institute for Security (MESIS)*

Bridge International Dialogue

West Asia North Africa Institute (WANA)

Charities Aid Foundation (CAF)

Netherlands

Global Schools Forum*

European Climate Foundation

Humanitarian Leadership Academy

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Institute of Development Studies (IDS)*

TNO Defence, Safety and Security

Meningitis Research Foundation (MRF)*

Norway

Restless Development

Norwegian Centre for Conflict Resolution (NOREF)

Save the Children UK

Serbia

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Center for Research, Transparency and Accountability

The Joffe Charitable Trust

(CRTA)*

The Sir Heinz Koeppler Trust

South Africa

Third Generation Environmentalism (E3G)

University of Pretoria

University of Sussex

Switzerland

Vitol Foundation

Convention against Torture Initiative
Swiss Federal Administration

Multinational/private sector

USA

Airbus Defence and Space

All Africa Media

Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE)

Carnegie Corporation of New York

British Telecommunications plc

Center for Global Health Science and Security

Gilead Sciences, Inc

GAIN Health

Johnson & Johnson

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL)

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK)

Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL)

KPMG International

Metrics for Management

Natural Environment Research Council (NERC)

Open Society Foundation (OSF)

Nokia Corporation

PATH

Pfizer Inc

Qualcomm

The Depository Trust and Clearing Corporation (DTCC)

Sandia National Laboratories

International organisations

Stanley Foundation

NATO Defence College

UCL Institute for Risk and Disaster Reduction

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

UCSF Institute for Global Health Sciences

(OECD)

United States Council for International Business (USCIB)

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent

University of California, San Francisco (UCSF)

Societies (IFRC)

Wilton Park USA

UN Women
World Health Organisation (WHO)

*intellectual partner †partner venue
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The Wilton Park Service
Whether you are planning an exploratory consultation, bilateral discussion, residential retreat, high level panel
or a global summit, partnership with Wilton Park allows you to focus on the policy dialogue, while we convene
a first class meeting.
Our dedicated team of policy, event delivery and communication experts will help you achieve your objectives
through careful planning, organisation, implementation and follow-up. We offer a flexible service based on our
partners’ requirements and budgets, allowing you to choose from a range of services to create a unique, tailor
made event.

Initial consultation

Professional personnel

•

•

Innovative facilitators, experienced Chairs of highlevel, sensitive debate.

•

Our security cleared staff adhere to the Civil
Service Code.

•

Develop a representative invitation list of all the
stakeholders drawing on global networks to
create a challenging, influential group to debate
your key theme.

•

As an agency of the UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, we have colleagues
worldwide who can help ensure balanced
participation (gender, cross-generational, minority
and geographic).

Brainstorming meeting to establish aims and
discuss the variety of different facilitation formats
and techniques we offer designed to maximise
achievement of specific event objectives.

•

Map out the type of event planned, outline
expectations and responsibilities.

•

Identify skills gaps and the services you require to
achieve desired outcomes.

•

Make initial suggestions, assess potential risks,
give additional ideas.

Seamless logistics and operations
•

A door to door service with structured
management of all logistics and administration;
including invitations, accreditation, international
and local travel, accommodation, meals and
onward arrangements.

Foreign policy expertise
•

Bespoke programme design to fulfil your
objectives, or support if you prefer to manage the
programme structure.

•

Advice on policy shifts, programme developments,
and as speakers accept/decline invitations.

•

Continuous monitoring of programme to ensure
delivery of tangible results.

Qualitative outcomes
•

Expert rapporteurs produce the final discussion
report.

•

Monitoring and evaluation report capturing
immediate feedback and outputs.

•

Post-event follow up with target participants.

•

Focus on delivering outcomes and change aligned
to event objectives.
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The Wiston House Service
We host the majority of Wilton Park events at Wiston House, our home for 65 years. This beautiful, sensitively
modernised 16th century Grade I listed building is set in the South Downs National Park on the south coast of
England and offers:
•

48 ensuite bedrooms and four star amenities

•

•

Wi-Fi and use of laptops, audio visual technical
support, video conferencing

cultural, religious and medical dietary
requirements catered for

•

extensive private gardens

•

latest facilitation techniques and interactive
participation, including video, social media,
electronic polls and evaluations

•

provision of LCD projector, video screen, flipchart
pads and pens, conference folders and paper,
pens, mineral water and sweets

•

interpreting services*

•

selection of national and international newspapers

•

conference room seating up to 70 people
roundtable, or 110 theatre style

•

dry cleaning service*

•

wheelchair access

•

additional meeting rooms, public rooms and bar

•

free car parking

•

24 hour reception service and security

•

•

meals and refreshments prepared on site

90 minutes’ drive from central London, 45
minutes from Gatwick, 90 minutes from
Heathrow.

Additional activities include:
•

outdoor games, including archery*, croquet and tennis

•

historical tour of Wiston House

•

guided local walks

•

clay-pigeon shooting*

•

wine-tasting*

•

garden tours

Wiston House is available for private bookings providing a secure, exclusive and discreet venue for conferences
and meetings, weddings and other functions.

*additional costs apply
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Our people
Chairman
Iain Ferguson CBE
Iain is the Chairman of Wilton Park, Berensden plc, Stobart Group Ltd, Hallmarq Ltd and a Non-executive
Director of Balfour Beatty plc. He was Chief Executive of Tate & Lyle PLC from 2003 until 2010, past President
of the Food and Drink Federation, and Past President of the Institute of Grocery Distribution. He is also
Governor Emeritus of the British Nutrition Foundation.
Iain has served on a number of public/governmental bodies, including the Health & Safety Commission
quinquennial review, the DTI Foresight Panel, the Board of Companies House (1989 – 1996), the Board of
Rothamsted Research Ltd (1996 – 2005), as a Commissioner on the Policy Commission on the Future of
Farming and Food (2001 – 2002) and as Lead Non-Executive Director on the Supervisory Board of Defra
(2010-2015). Iain joined Unilever in 1977 as a trainee following graduation from St Andrews University.
His early career included roles in operations, sales and industrial marketing. In 1988 he became Chairman
of Plant Breeding International and in 1992 his role expanded to include Chairmanship of the Unilever
Plantation Group. He moved to be Chairman of Birds Eye Walls in 1995 and then Senior Vice President
Corporate Development for Unilever plc and NV in April 2001. Iain served as a Non-Executive Director of Sygen
International plc from 2002 until 2006 and of Greggs plc from 2009 until 2014.
In the June 2003 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Mr Ferguson was awarded a CBE for services to the food
industry.

Chief Executive
Sharmila Nebhrajani OBE
Sharmila has had a varied career spanning medical research, business, technology and the media. A biomedical
scientist by background, before joining Wilton Park she was Chair of the Human Tissue Authority, regulating
live organ donation and the use of tissue in research, and is Director of External Affairs for the Medical
Research Council. Sharmila was previously Chief Executive of the Association of Medical Research Charities
(AMRC) a policy think tank that represents most of the UK's best known medical research charities.
Before that she spent 12 years at the BBC, latterly as Chief Operating Officer of BBC Future Media and
Technology, managing the business functions of bbc.co.uk including the launch of the iPlayer. She holds a
broad range of non-executive roles including as Board member for National Savings and Investment, the British
Medical Journal and the University of Sussex. Earlier she was Deputy Chair of the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Authority, the organisation that regulates IVF and advises on embryo research and related bioethics issues across the UK.
In addition to her non-executive work, in 2007-2008 Sharmila was invited, along with 14 other emerging
leaders, to be a World Fellow at Yale University to help internationalise Yale campus, give lectures to students
and faculty and to debate key global issues, in her case with a specialism in innovation and practical cases in
bio-ethics.
Sharmila read Physiological Science at the University of Oxford and was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s 2014
Birthday Honours list for services to medical research.
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Policy Team
Wilton Park's Programme Directors combine breadth of international relations experience with a capacity to
identify and develop emerging themes in policy trends at their very earliest stages. Their backgrounds range
from international institutions and the UK civil and diplomatic service to academia, journalism, NGOs, and the
private sector. Together with their event teams, directors are at the centre of our global network, developing
partnerships with individuals and institutions around the world to solve intractable problems through policy
dialogue.

James Corré
James's programme focuses on climate and energy, development cooperation and humanitarian affairs.

Robert Grant @robertgrantWP
Programmes include security and defence policy, civil-military operations, building stability in fragile and
conflict states, Russia and Europe’s Eastern neighbourhood, and the Western Balkans.

Robin Hart @RobinHart_DP
Robin's themes include improving global health, and managing the impacts of climate change including
disaster management and humanitarian responses and food security. She also contributes to other existing
and emerging policy themes.

Alison Hilliard @ahilliard_WP
Programme focuses on religion and conflict, countering violent extremism and the Wilton Park dialogues on
youth: how young people can become resilient and thriving citizens in a challenging world.

Thomas Hoare @TomJHoare
Tom’s work includes technology and innovation, multilateral cooperation, diplomacy in the information age,
UK-German relations, security and governance in the post-Soviet space and nuclear non-proliferation.

Harriet Hoffler @HarrietHoffler
Harriet works on human rights issues across humanitarian affairs, security and development. She is currently
working on the intersection of AI and digital innovation across these thematic areas with a particular focus on
ethics, governance and AI for good.

Olivia Murphy @oliviamurphyWP
Olivia works on sustainable development and human rights, with a particular interest in gender and young
people.

Julia Purcell @jpurcell7
Programme focuses on justice and home affairs, including migration, modern day slavery, drugs policy,
organised crime, privacy and security and counter-terrorism. Julia is an ILM accredited Action Learning
facilitator and she also runs the annual ‘Futures’ conference and regular discussions on soft power, women,
peace and security and human rights.

Mark Smith @MarkSmithWP
Programme focuses principally on non-proliferation and disarmament issues, especially the future of the NPT;
chemical and biological weapons non-proliferation; conventional weapons trafficking, clearance of landmines
and improvised explosive devices. Also works on nuclear deterrence, and on space security.

Olivier Weatherston @maketheweather
Olivier’s programme focuses on the intersection of military operations, force development programmes and
intelligence and security activities with cyber, artificial intelligence and other advanced technologies in the
context of grand/national strategy and international alliances.
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For more information about Wilton Park, please go to our website: wiltonpark.org.uk, or contact:
Nandini Mackay, Partnership Development Manager
T: +44 (0) 1903 817779 E: nandini.mackay@wiltonpark.org.uk

Join the dialogue
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